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ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the socio-political dimensions embedded in contemporary mythological 

retellings, focusing on Amish Tripathi’s reimagining of the Ramayana through his Ram Chandra 

Series. By relocating divine narratives within a humanized and historically grounded framework, 

Tripathi transforms myth into a medium for examining modern concerns such as governance, 

justice, gender, class mobility, and ethical leadership. The study argues that these narratives do not 

merely retell an ancient epic but reinterpret it as a socio-political commentary relevant to 

contemporary society. Through close textual analysis, the paper demonstrates how Tripathi 

constructs a world where institutions, laws, and individual choices interact dynamically, reflecting 

modern political realities. Ultimately, the paper situates Tripathi’s work within the broader 

discourse of myth as a living tradition that evolves to address current social and ideological 

challenges. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Mythology has long functioned as a repository of cultural values, ethical systems, and socio-

political structures. The Ramayana, traditionally attributed to Valmiki, has shaped the moral and 

political imagination of South Asian societies for centuries. However, contemporary 

reinterpretations of mythological narratives have begun to interrogate these inherited frameworks, 

transforming them into sites of critical engagement rather than passive reverence. 

Among modern authors, Amish Tripathi stands out for his innovative retelling of mythological 

narratives through his Ram Chandra Series. His work reimagines the epic within a humanized and 

historically grounded framework, replacing divine determinism with socio-political realism. As 
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scholars observe, Tripathi’s narratives “blend mythology with modern philosophical and social 

concerns,” thereby making them relevant to contemporary audiences (Abhila and Pillai 4). 

Unlike traditional versions of the Ramayana, where moral binaries are clearly defined, Tripathi 

introduces ambiguity and complexity. Characters are not inherently divine or demonic but shaped 

by socio-political conditions and personal choices. This aligns with modern literary trends that 

emphasize moral relativism and the contextual nature of ethics. As Sinha and Kumar argue, 

Tripathi “deconstructs the mythic binaries of good and evil, presenting characters as products of 

their environments” (Sinha and Kumar 52). 

Furthermore, the multi-perspective narrative structure—where the stories of Rama, Sita, and 

Ravana are told separately—decentralizes narrative authority. This approach reflects democratic 

ideals by allowing multiple voices to coexist and contest dominant interpretations. It also resonates 

with postmodern theories that reject singular, authoritative truths. 

This paper argues that Tripathi’s reinterpretation of the Ramayana functions as a socio-political 

commentary on modern society. By examining themes such as governance, dharma, gender, class, 

and ethical leadership, the study demonstrates how mythology becomes a dynamic framework for 

engaging with contemporary issues. 

 

DISCUSSION 

1. Reimagining Governance: Institutional Power and Political Responsibility 

One of the most significant socio-political interventions in Tripathi’s narrative is the 

transformation of governance from divine authority to institutional responsibility. In Scion of 

Ikshvaku, Rama is depicted not as an infallible ruler but as a leader constrained by laws, councils, 

and administrative systems. His actions are guided by codified rules rather than divine will, 

reflecting a modern understanding of governance (Tripathi 88). 

This portrayal aligns with contemporary political thought, where institutions, rather than 

individuals, serve as the foundation of governance. Rama’s commitment to law demonstrates the 

importance of accountability and systemic order. However, it also exposes the limitations of rigid 

legalism, particularly when laws conflict with human compassion. As Abhila and Pillai note, 

Tripathi’s work “interrogates the relationship between law and morality in governance” (7). 
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2. Dharma and Ethical Complexity 

The concept of dharma is central to Tripathi’s socio-political framework. Traditionally viewed as 

a universal moral code, dharma in his narrative becomes a contested and evolving concept. Rama’s 

strict adherence to law represents ethical absolutism, while other characters adopt more flexible 

interpretations. 

For instance, Sita often prioritizes empathy and situational judgment over rigid rules, suggesting 

that morality must adapt to context (Tripathi 142). This tension reflects contemporary debates in 

ethics and jurisprudence, where the application of law must consider human realities. Sinha and 

Kumar argue that Tripathi redefines dharma as “a dynamic ethical process rather than a fixed 

principle” (55). 

 

3. Gender and Political Agency 

Tripathi’s portrayal of Sita represents a significant shift in the socio-political discourse of the 

Ramayana. In Sita: Warrior of Mithila, she is depicted as a warrior, administrator, and political 

leader, challenging traditional gender roles. 

Unlike classical narratives, where Sita is confined to the domestic sphere, Tripathi presents her as 

an active participant in governance and decision-making. Her training in warfare and statecraft 

positions her as an equal to male counterparts (Tripathi 173). 

This recharacterization aligns with modern feminist perspectives that advocate for women’s 

participation in public and political life. Bala and Dwivedi observe that Tripathi’s female 

characters “emerge as empowered individuals who transcend patriarchal limitations” (Bala and 

Dwivedi 61). 

Moreover, Sita’s leadership is normalized rather than exceptional, suggesting a redefinition of 

gender roles within both mythological and contemporary contexts. 

 

4. Social Stratification and Mobility 

Another key socio-political theme in Tripathi’s work is the exploration of class and social 

hierarchy. Characters such as Ravana are portrayed as rising from modest beginnings to positions 

of power, highlighting the role of ambition and merit. 
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This emphasis on social mobility reflects modern concerns about inequality and opportunity. By 

depicting characters as products of their socio-economic environments, Tripathi challenges 

deterministic hierarchies often associated with traditional narratives. 

However, the narrative also critiques the limitations of meritocracy, illustrating how systemic 

inequalities persist despite individual effort. As Abhila and Pillai note, Tripathi “addresses the 

complexities of social justice and structural inequality” (9). 

 

5. Moral Relativism and the Humanization of Characters 

Tripathi’s humanization of mythological figures is central to his socio-political commentary. In 

Raavan: Enemy of Aryavarta, Ravana is portrayed as a complex individual shaped by ambition, 

trauma, and socio-political circumstances. 

This portrayal challenges the traditional binary of good versus evil, presenting morality as context-

dependent. Ravana’s actions, while often destructive, are shown to stem from systemic injustices 

and personal struggles (Tripathi 201). 

Such complexity reflects modern ethical frameworks, which emphasize the role of context in 

shaping behavior. Sinha and Kumar argue that Tripathi’s characters “embody moral ambiguity, 

reflecting the complexities of contemporary society” (58). 

 

6. Leadership and Ethical Dilemmas 

Leadership in Tripathi’s narrative is depicted as a burden requiring constant negotiation between 

competing values. Rama’s decisions often involve difficult trade-offs, highlighting the challenges 

of governance. 

For example, his adherence to law frequently conflicts with personal relationships, raising 

questions about the nature of ethical responsibility (Tripathi 210). This dilemma mirrors 

contemporary political debates, where leaders must balance institutional obligations with human 

considerations. 

Tripathi’s portrayal suggests that effective leadership requires both principle and adaptability. As 

Bala and Dwivedi note, his narratives emphasize “ethical responsibility and the complexities of 

decision-making in positions of power” (64). 
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7. Multiplicity of Perspectives and Democratic Discourse 

The multi-perspective narrative structure of the Ram Chandra Series is itself a socio-political 

statement. By presenting events from different viewpoints, Tripathi challenges the notion of a 

singular truth. 

This approach reflects democratic ideals, where multiple voices contribute to the construction of 

meaning. It also aligns with postmodern theories that emphasize plurality and subjectivity. 

Through this narrative strategy, Tripathi encourages readers to engage critically with the text, 

recognizing that truth is often shaped by perspective and context. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Amish Tripathi’s reinterpretation of the Ramayana represents a significant intersection between 

mythology and modern socio-political thought. By humanizing divine characters and situating 

them within institutional frameworks, he transforms myth into a medium for critical engagement 

with contemporary issues. 

The themes of governance, dharma, gender, social mobility, and leadership explored in his work 

reflect the complexities of modern society. Through these narratives, Tripathi demonstrates that 

ancient epics can remain relevant by adapting to changing contexts and addressing current 

concerns. 

Ultimately, this study highlights the enduring power of mythology as a dynamic and evolving 

discourse—one that continues to shape and be shaped by the societies that engage with it. 

 

References 

• Tripathi, Amish. Ram: Scion of Ikshvaku. Westland, 2015. 

• Tripathi, Amish. Sita: Warrior of Mithila. Westland, 2017. 

• Tripathi, Amish. Raavan: Enemy of Aryavarta. Westland, 2019. 

• Abhila, V. K., and R. Subramania Pillai. “Philosophical Perspectives in Mythical Worlds: 

A Study of Amish Tripathi’s Shiva Trilogy and Ram Chandra Series.” Journal of 

Information Systems Engineering and Management, 2025. 

https://samagracs.com/samagracs-publication/


         Innovation and Integrative Research Center Journal 
                    ISSN: 2584-1491 | www.iircj.org 

            Volume-4 | Issue-2 | February - 2026 | Page 85-90 

 

SamagraCS Publication House                                                                                            90 

• Bala, Saroj, and Rajiv Ranjan Dwivedi. “The Women Characters of Amish Tripathi: A 

Postfeminist Perspective.” Literary Voice, 2024. 

• Sinha, Sarika, and Vinod Kumar. “Unveiling the Characters of Ramachandra Series and 

Ancient Ramayana.” Educational Administration: Theory and Practice, vol. 29, no. 4, 

2023. 

• Lee, Dongwon. “Rearticulating Dharma: Just Sustainabilities and the Bees Quarter in 

Amish Tripathi’s Ram Chandra Series.” Religions, vol. 17, no. 3, 2026.  

• Abhila, V. K., and R. Subramania Pillai. “Philosophical Perspectives in Mythical Worlds: 

A Study of Amish Tripathi’s Shiva Trilogy and Ram Chandra Series.” Journal of 

Information Systems Engineering and Management, vol. 10, no. 3, 2025.  

• Pandey, Dheeraj Kumar, and Manoj Kumar. “Mythology as a Reflection of Modern 

Values in Amish Tripathi’s Works.” International Journal for Social Studies, vol. 11, no. 

9, 2025.  

• Pandey, Dheeraj Kumar, and Manoj Kumar. “Amish Tripathi and His Interpretation of 

Hindutva and Mythology: Popular Fiction, Civilizational Ethics, and Narrative 

Modernity.” International Journal of Research, vol. 12, no. 9, 2025.  

• Jayavelu, D., and Mamta Pillai. “Women Empowerment in Amish’s The Ramchandra 

Series: A Dharmic Narrative.” International Journal of Language and Literary Studies, 

vol. 3, no. 1, 2021, pp. 122–130.  

• Prabavathi, S. Vijaya, and V. S. Shiny. “An Analysis of Women Archetypes in the Select 

Fiction of Amish Tripathi.” Journal of Research Administration, vol. 5, no. 2, 2023.  

• Roland Barthes. Mythologies. Translated by Annette Lavers, Hill and Wang, 1972.  

• Joseph Campbell. The Hero with a Thousand Faces. Princeton UP, 2004.  

• Northrop Frye. Anatomy of Criticism. Princeton UP, 1957 

 

https://samagracs.com/samagracs-publication/

